[Two cases of malignancy-associated hypercalcemia from bone metastases of breast cancer successfully treated with combination therapy using pamidronate and calcitonin].
Two patients with malignancy-associated hypercalcemia from bone metastases of breast cancer, accompanied by consciousness disturbance, were treated by a combination therapy of pamidronate and salmon calcitonin. The cause of the hypercalcemia in both cases was thought to be expanded bone metastases, which induced a local osteolytic hypercalcemia (LOH). In the end, this regimen could not control the growth of the metastatic tumor, but it produced a more rapid and prolonged decrease in serum calcium level than a single agent, and resulted in lessened consciousness disturbance without adverse effects. Hypercalcemia is a life-threatening paraneoplastic syndrome which requires urgent medical treatment, since malignant hypercalcemia progresses very rapidly and induces several severe complications. In conclusion, this combination therapy was extremely effective for consciousness disturbance accompanying hypercalcemia due to widespread bone metastases of cancer.